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consent that the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of Calendar 
No. 575, S. 3099. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 3099) to provide for the convey-
ance of certain property to the Southeast 
Alaska Regional Health Consortium located 
in Sitka, Alaska, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BLUNT. I ask unanimous consent 
that the bill be considered read a third 
time and passed and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 3099) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed as follows: 

S. 3099 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Southeast 
Alaska Regional Health Consortium Land 
Transfer Act of 2019’’. 
SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable, 
but not later than 2 years, after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services (referred to in 
this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall convey to 
the Southeast Alaska Regional Health Con-
sortium located in Sitka, Alaska (referred to 
in this Act as the ‘‘Consortium’’), all right, 
title, and interest of the United States in 
and to the property described in section 3 for 
use in connection with health and social 
services programs. 

(b) CONDITIONS.—The conveyance of the 
property under subsection (a)— 

(1) shall be made by warranty deed; and 
(2) shall not— 
(A) require any consideration from the 

Consortium for the property; 
(B) impose any obligation, term, or condi-

tion on the Consortium; or 
(C) allow for any reversionary interest of 

the United States in the property. 
(c) EFFECT ON ANY QUITCLAIM DEED.—The 

conveyance by the Secretary of title by war-
ranty deed under subsection (a) shall, on the 
effective date of the conveyance, supersede 
and render of no future effect any quitclaim 
deed to the property described in section 3 
executed by the Secretary and the Consor-
tium. 
SEC. 3. PROPERTY DESCRIBED. 

The property, including all land and appur-
tenances, described in this section is the 
property included in U.S. Survey 1496, lots 4 
and 7, partially surveyed T. 55 S., R. 63 E., 
Copper River Meridian, containing approxi-
mately 10.87 acres in Sitka, Alaska. 
SEC. 4. ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY. 

(a) LIABILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the Consortium shall 
not be liable for any soil, surface water, 
groundwater, or other contamination result-
ing from the disposal, release, or presence of 
any environmental contamination on any 
portion of the property described in section 3 
on or before the date on which the property 
is conveyed to the Consortium, except that 
the Secretary shall not be liable for any con-

tamination that occurred after the date that 
the Consortium controlled, occupied, and 
used the property. 

(2) ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION.—An 
environmental contamination described in 
paragraph (1) includes any oil or petroleum 
products, hazardous substances, hazardous 
materials, hazardous waste, pollutants, toxic 
substances, solid waste, or any other envi-
ronmental contamination or hazard as de-
fined in any Federal or State of Alaska law. 

(b) EASEMENT.—The Secretary shall be ac-
corded any easement or access to the prop-
erty conveyed under this Act as may be rea-
sonably necessary to satisfy any retained ob-
ligation or liability of the Secretary. 

(c) NOTICE OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE AC-
TIVITY AND WARRANTY.—In carrying out this 
Act, the Secretary shall comply with sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) of section 120(h)(3) of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 
U.S.C. 9620(h)(3)). 
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AMENDING THE ALYCE SPOTTED 
BEAR AND WALTER SOBOLEFF 
COMMISSION ON NATIVE CHIL-
DREN ACT 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, as if in 
legislative session, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of Calendar 
No. 558, S. 3948. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 3948) to amend the Alyce Spotted 
Bear and Walter Soboleff Commission on Na-
tive Children Act to extend the deadline for 
a report by the Alyce Spotted Bear and Wal-
ter Soboleff Commission on Native Children, 
and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BLUNT. I ask unanimous consent 
that the bill be considered read a third 
time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. BLUNT. I know of no further de-
bate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate on the bill, the bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (S. 3948) was passed as fol-
lows: 

S. 3948 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ALYCE SPOTTED BEAR AND WALTER 

SOBOLEFF COMMISSION ON NATIVE 
CHILDREN REPORT. 

Section 3(f) of the Alyce Spotted Bear and 
Walter Soboleff Commission on Native Chil-
dren Act (Public Law 114–244; 130 Stat. 987) is 
amended, in the matter preceding paragraph 
(1), by striking ‘‘3 years’’ and inserting ‘‘5 
years’’. 

Mr. BLUNT. I ask unanimous consent 
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

FISHERY FAILURES: URGENTLY 
NEEDED DISASTER DECLARA-
TIONS ACT 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, as if in 
legislative session, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of Calendar 
No. 586, S. 2346. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2346) to improve the Fishery Re-
source Disaster Relief program of the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment to strike 
all after the enacting clause and insert 
in lieu thereof the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fishery Fail-
ures: Urgently Needed Disaster Declarations 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FISHERY RESOURCE DISASTER RELIEF. 

Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fish-
ery Conservation and Management Act (16 
U.S.C. 1861a(a)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(a) FISHERY RESOURCE DISASTER RELIEF.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) ALLOWABLE CAUSE.—The term ‘allowable 

cause’ means a natural cause, discrete anthro-
pogenic cause, or undetermined cause. 

‘‘(B) ANTHROPOGENIC CAUSE.—The term ‘an-
thropogenic cause’ means an anthropogenic 
event, such as an oil spill or spillway opening— 

‘‘(i) that could not have been addressed or 
prevented by fishery management measures; and 

‘‘(ii) that is otherwise beyond the control of 
fishery managers to mitigate through conserva-
tion and management measures, including regu-
latory restrictions imposed as a result of judicial 
action or to protect human health or marine 
animals, plants, or habitats. 

‘‘(C) FISHERY RESOURCE DISASTER.—The term 
‘fishery resource disaster’ means a disaster that 
is determined by the Secretary in accordance 
with this subsection and— 

‘‘(i) is an unexpected decrease in fish stock 
biomass or other change that results in signifi-
cant loss of access to the fishery resource, which 
may include loss of fishing vessels and gear for 
a substantial period of time and results in sig-
nificant revenue or subsistence loss due to an 
allowable cause; and 

‘‘(ii) does not include— 
‘‘(I) reasonably predictable, foreseeable, and 

recurrent fishery cyclical variations in species 
distribution or stock abundance; or 

‘‘(II) reductions in fishing opportunities re-
sulting from conservation and management 
measures taken pursuant to this Act. 

‘‘(D) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian Tribe’ 
has the meaning given such term in section 102 
of the Federally Recognized Indian Tribe List 
Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 5130), and the term ‘Trib-
al’ means of or pertaining to such an Indian 
tribe. 

‘‘(E) NATURAL CAUSE.—The term ‘natural 
cause’— 

‘‘(i) means a weather, climatic, hazard, or bi-
ology-related event, such as— 

‘‘(I) a hurricane; 
‘‘(II) a flood; 
‘‘(III) a harmful algal bloom; 
‘‘(IV) a tsunami; 
‘‘(V) a hypoxic zone; 
‘‘(VI) a drought; 
‘‘(VII) El Niño effects on water temperature; 
‘‘(VIII) a marine heat wave; or 
‘‘(IX) disease; and 
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